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May 8, 2007

Representative Steve To cman
Michigan House of Represkmatives
P.O. Box 30014 :

Lansing, MI 48809-7514 |

Re: Request for Comlnl ed Support of the Detroit Intemytional Rives
Crossing (DRIC) Sjudy Group '
Dear Steve:

This letter is on behalf of thé member organizations of the Ghteway
Communities Development|Collaborative (GCDC), the Deiray Community
Council (Deiray), the Hubbard Famms Neighborhood Associdfion (Hubbard
Famns) and People’s Com unity Services, a human servicel agency that serves
the Delray community (PCS). We are writing to urge Michigan legisiators to
provide continued support for the Detroit Intemnational River Frossing (DRIC)
Study Group as it works to repare recommendations regargng the best location
for a second intemational bérder crossing between Detroit a§d Windsor.

GCDC is an association of rjine non-profit community development organizations
that are working to improve he quality of life in Southwest D&troit. Al are
engaged in housing, econorhic development or environment? worK to create a
community where people want to live, work, shop and piay. Qver the last five
years, GCOC member organizations and their partners havegnvested nearly $22
mitlion in commercial and nomic development projects, oger $92 miflion in
housing development proj » and $18.5 million in infrastrudure, parks and
greenway improvements, GEDC also works in partnership
omanizations in Southwest Detrott like Delray, Hubbard Fa
actively involved in the di ions regarding a second inte
crossing.

htional border

We are all extremely concenfied about the possibility of the
work of the DRIC study group in favor of a privately funded
Detroit Intemational Bridge ompany (DIBC) to build a seconl bridge span near
the existing Ambassador Brifge. As you are aware, the DRI study group
brings together all the stakeHolders of the community, and pudfic officials on
both sides the U.S. and Canédian border in a public process § make
recommendations regarding the best location for a second inf®mational border
crossing between Detroit and Windsor. j

At the same time DIBC is :
crossing is seen as competitibn to their existing bridge. They §ave publicly
stated that they will privately finance the project and many s
be tempted to end the DRIC because of the state’s cqrrent difficult
financial position. We believe! this would be a serious mistake §n judgment and
following are some reasons th consider for continuing the DRIE study process
and not supporting DIBC's prbposed second span.

First, the Department of H land Security has recommende} a second
intemational border crossing lo create redundancy in case of ¢ terrorist attack.
The current Detroit - Windsorjcrossing owned by DIBC is the Busiest
intemational crossing in the U.S. and is vital to the region's echnomy. The DRIC
study group feit DIBC's pro six-lane bridge would not be§sufficient to
address security issues identffied by Homeland Security (too dose to existing
bridge) and would not have ef ough lanes to meet anticipated §uture demand.
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We are concemed that the competing private needs of DIBC find the public interests could cag§se significant
i i 'other operational problems that @re likely to arise.

million bridge building projet, yet it has not followed through
million Gateway Expansion Project, a project authosized in 1
current bridge directly to the freeway system to divent trucks
in the last several months of delays in completing the Gatewa
would. What is to keep them from delaying the proposed proj

Lastly, at a recent March 1, 2007 pubfic meeting conceming OIBC's Environmental Assessmer before the uU.s.
Coast Guard, DIBC indicated that its second span did not require public funding. Yet, it is no _‘ questing

We hope that you will seriously consider our thoughts on this rhatter and that you would urge y§ur colleagues to
continue to support the DRIC study process. We also hope thdt you will ask them to consider o
of any new Detroit-Windsor border crossing as we believe thislis essential for public accountaby
secure border. We would appreciate your contacting us rega
you can support our requests.

ng your thoughts on these issuel

Thank you for your time in this matter.

Sincerely,

Alison Benjamin Tom tervenak

Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision Peoplb's Community Services
GCDC Executive Committee Member

John Nagy
Delray Community Council I




